TOWN OF CANAAN BOARD OF SELECTMEN

Regular Meeting

Monday, February 9, 2009

Town Hall, 108 Main Street, Falls Village, CT  06031

PRESENT:  First Selectman, Patricia Allyn Mechare; Selectman, Peter G. Lawson; and Selectman, Charles H. Lewis.

ALSO PRESENT/MEMBERS OF THE COMMUNITY:  Tracy Atwood. Also present:  Lakeville Journal representative, Patrick Sullivan.

I.  CALL TO ORDER:  Regular Meeting called to order at 7:32 p.m. by First Selectman, Patricia Allyn Mechare.

II.  PUBLIC COMMENT (limit of 2 minutes):  Tracy Atwood, on behalf of Habitat For Humanity, announced that the deadline for applications for the next home has been extended to February 28, 2009. Tracy also advised that the income level had been raised.

III.  APPROVAL OF PENDING MINUTES:

-1/12/09 Regular meeting:  On a motion by Lewis, seconded by Lawson it was moved to accept as presented the minutes of the 1/12/09 Regular meeting.  Unanimous;

-1/28/09 Special meeting: On a motion by Lawson, seconded by Lewis it was moved to accept as presented the minutes of the 1/28/09 Special meeting.  Unanimous;

IV.  TREASURER AND TAX COLLECTOR REPORTS:

-Treasurer’s report:  Mechare advised that Paviol had reported at the Board Of Finance meeting that the budget was on target, as well as that for the storm-related overtime of the town crew.  
-Tax Collector’s report:  positive report of tax funds collected.  On a motion by Lewis, seconded by Lawson it was moved to receive, as presented, the monthly report of the Town Treasurer and the monthly report of the Tax Collector.  Unanimous.

V.  COMMUNICATIONS:

A. Written

i.  Judith McKernon/Chore Service: letter received regarding request to add information 
regarding Chore Service (service that provides household services to elderly and handicapped) to Town of Canaan’s website, which she has asked the web servicer to do;
ii.  David Seney, Chief, Falls Village Volunteer Fire Department: (1) thank you letter 
acknowledging the fire company’s appreciation to the Town for allowing the volunteers to leave work in order to respond to emergency calls; (2) letter of request for a line item to be included in the Town budget for an allocation of funds toward the future purchase of a new ambulance.
B. Oral: 

i.  OPM (Office of Policy & Management) emailed estimates of Statutory Formula Grants 2009-2010, reflecting a decrease in the grants to the Town from the State in the amount of $41,066.00, with the largest reduction in state aid being to the Town Aid-Road section, with no change to Education Cost Sharing.
VI.  REPORTS:

A. Town Board and Commission Vacancies – One Regular Member of the Board of Finance, 

One Alternate Member of the Board of Finance (Board of Finance fills vacancies between municipal elections); One Alternate Position Planning and Zoning Commission;

B.  Public Safety Planning Council and REPT (Regional Evaluation Planning Team) - update;

C.  COG Report – meeting held last week, update; 

D. Route 7 and Johnson Road Feeder Grant Project – still no money received from State;

E.  STEAP 107, 103 (FVCT) and FVVFD:

- 107, no close out or audit of account yet;
- 103 (FVCT) Pat advised that she had sent an email to Scott Clemons (FVCT Rep.) 
requesting a status update and was advised that they were still trying to engage an attorney. Pat provided additional documents to Scott, as requested. No proposals from FVCT and no request for lien agreement; no agreement in place as of yet; matter remains unresolved;
- FVVFD:  things progressing with firehouse project;

F.  Northwestern Connecticut Regional Planning Collaborative - update;

G.  Route 7/Lime Rock Bridge project – minor repairs made to passing lane, crane moved.
VII.  OLD BUSINESS:

A. Energy Tax Force (ETF) Report And Discussion Of Resolution – Although ETF had a 

recent meeting, no report was received by the Selectmen;

B. Internet Connection 107 Main Street, Social Services-Municipal Agent – nearly completed. 

Comcast should be back this week to finalize connection and service;

C. Canaan Water Department/Commission – Update on Project and Repairs – Commission 

needs active members for a “working” Commission. Recommendation that the next mailing should include an appeal for members;
D. Proposed Spending Plan for Fiscal Year 2009-2010 – first workshop for budget planning 

held; next workshop to be held after the 17th.

VIII.  NEW BUSINESS:  N/A.
IX.  ANY OTHER BUSINESS TO PROPERLY COME BEFORE THE BOARD: N/A

X.ADJOURNMENT:  On motion by Lewis, seconded by Lawson the meeting unanimously adjourned at 7:59 p.m. 

Respectfully submitted, Alice Macchi, Recording Secretary.

